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 STEWARDS. © 


Gentlemen, 1: 1 fot 

Here Preſent you with the Sermon 
J . you Defired, © having Readily. coms 
plied with your Requeſt to Print it be» 
cauſe I was willing to believe you in= 
' duced to make it on theſe good Grounds, 
A Sincere Defere to refreſh and renew 


in Your Selves, by Reading it, thoſe Re= 


ligious Afettions and Purpoſes which I 
hope it begat in you when you heard tt ; 
and a Charitable Deſign to Extend the 
Benefit of it to Others, T have nothing 


farther to do, but Earneſly to beg of 


God to Alfiſt You, and whoever Reads it, 
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with his Grace, that it may Contribute 
to Conſecrate and Sweeten the Cares 
and Toils of Life, to Santlify the 
Enjoyments of it, and Settle and Ad= 
juft the true Meaſures of both ! That 
it may tend to. Convince You, and the 
Trading Part of Mankind, to whom I 
muſt ever Conſeſs my ſelf particularly 
Obliged,what are the wiſe and good Ends 
of Secular Profeſfions and what the 
Tre and Proper Ways of Attaining 


Your Humble Servane n 


Richard Lucas. 
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SERMON : 
E710 | Preach'd before the ' 


Oociety of Goldſmnihs,8&C. 


nh. 


Titus HT. 14. 


And let ours alfo learn to maintain good 

- works for neceſſary uſes, that they 
be not unfruitful. 

Ithout troubling you: with the ' different 

Senſes Expolitors give us of this Text, 


| which would not anſwer the end of our 


| Meeting this day, I will pitch upon one, which 
| is. Conſonant to the. Analogy of Faith , . counte- 
nanced by the Authority of the: beſt Intergreters,. 
and ſuits very well with our preſent deſign. "Tis 
this, Let Chriſtians, as well as Jews and Pagans, 
follow ſome honeſt Trade-z. let them not _ 


= Wo Sermon | Preached before 


- be, 


CO ei re 


"that the Revelation of another Life Cancels heir 
Obligation to the Duties of this ; or that by 


becoming Members of the Church , and Chriſt, 


they Ceaſe to be Citizens and Members of a Ci- 
” i Pody x - no, let them be Examples of Indu- 
ſity,' as Hel as Faich and Devotion, of Care 
and Prudence, in their Secilar, as well as of 
Perſeverance and Zeal in their Spiritual Calling 3 
for honeſt Trades are indeed good Works, and 
miniſter to excellent Ends and Purpoſes ; and by 
being. engaged in theſe, Chriſtians will at once 
avoid. thoſe. ill Courſes, which, ate' DeſtraQive 
and Diſhonourable to themſelves and .others, and 
Contribute, as 'tis fit they ſhould, to the Service 
and Happineſs of the Society -or Body they-2re 
of, From the words thus explained, I ſhall Dii- 
courſe of thele {everal-things: - 


I. The Charafter beſtowed on Seenlar Trades and 
Profejſzons, good Works. 


II. The Obligation Chriitions li under to: \ ſome: 
honeſt Calling ; Let onrs allo Teatn' to” main- 
tain good Works for CS Utes, _ oy 
be not untruittal. . .. - .., w” | 


JI. The ſeveral Advantages hes Hay TAP to 
Yhemſelovs from. them, For PEO, uſes. BY; 


37; Laſtly, Inill ad fohee Aldice,” PL 
LN beſt attain theſe Ends.” by i ar | fi jo wig 
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FE If we _—_ wy the' Apoſtle calls Arts 
and Trades good Works, 1 Anſwer, to ſuggeſt 'to 
us theſe Two things; Firſt, That there were 
ſeveral Trades 'then Profeſſed: in the 'World, 
which would by no means become Chriftians ; 
namely ſuch as directly miniftred to Tdolatry, and 
ſeveral © ſorts*' of '' Lewdnefs ' 'and' Wickedniefs » 
Secondly, Fo fix's mark of "Hononr ahdi Appro- 
bation--on Lawful Profeſſions ; and /to Intimate 
to us, That they are acceptable and well-pleafing 
to God, This is a Truth which Scripture” and 
Reafon. abundantly atteft 5 Scripture hath Eeepn1- 
zed the Memory of the firſt Authors of ſeveral 
Trades. and of thoſe that excelled'i in them; 
nor has it thought it any Diſparagerntnt to the 
Spirit of God , to attribute an eminent Skill in 
them to his Infpiration , witneſs the' known In- 
ftance of Aholiab and Bezaleel, Exed. 36. 2. nor is 
Scripture content only to approve of Trades, but- 
it alfo gives us at unanſwerable reaſon of its ap- 
probation, as Verſe the th of this Chapter, and 
elſewhere, theſe things are good and profitable unto 


| men. How wild and deformed a- thing would 


the Creation have grown, ee this? Hew needy, 
wretched and ſavage Humane Life, withont Arts: 
and Trades * Ts it not to theſe', Natiotis 6we- 
their Wealth and Strength, their Beauty and: Splent- 


dor > and private Perſons the Comfortsand Con- - 


veniencies of" Life > 
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From hence .now tis evident, . That they 
are much in the. wrong who. think , that Rel 
gion and Buſneſs muſt: neceſſarily , interfere and 
'# | claſh with 'one another ; and that the Duties of 

our Secular Calling are incompatible and  irrecon= | 

cileable with thoſe -of our Chriſtian one: ; .on-the 
contrary,_the one: as :well as ; the, other are-goo | 

Works; it the one., jas:well as the other, we are 

doing the-Will of God ; and:/tis to; be jtmputed 
* to ourſelves,if we do it not as we ſhould. Anxi- 

ety and Diſtration of Mind, is the Fault of the 

Trader, not of the Trade, and: Toil and Labour, + 

when a Duty, 7. e. when neceſſary, and impoſed 

by God, may eaſily be SanQtified , and turn'd in- 

to an acceptable Sacrifice. | 


"7. mo » pl 
4 ———_- # na 


But here two Scruples may be moved. dots 
Firſt, It may be demanded;,, How far is this 
CharaFer to be extended ? to all.Trades and Pro- 
feſſions ?. LI anſwer, to all ; , unleſs there be any 
ſuch, (which is more than '1 know) that not by 
Accident and through Perſonal Corruption, but 
naturally: and direftly tend to promote Sin, . or 
cannot {be maintained and carried on,, without 
it : As well thoſe which: miniſter 'to. the Orna- 
.M" ment and Beauty, as thoſe which miniſter to the 
; Neceffaries of Life,, as well thoſe which advance 
| the Eaſe and Comfort, and innocent.,Pleaſure of 

Life, as thoſe which ſupply the wants and.needs 

- of it, are juſtly to be accounted good Works. 

If this were not ſo, I cannot ſee why, as well | 

that Wiſdom of Solomon, which appeared in the 
; -” Contri- }F 


' "the Society o/ Goldſmiths. 


Contrivance and Elegance of his Pallaces and 
other Amuſements and Enteftainnients of Lite, 
as that which was Conſpicuous in his Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Common-wealth , ſhould have been 
admired by the Queen of Sheba, and Celebrated 
by the Scriptures themlelves ; I cannot ſce-how 
to juſtify the Beauty and Magnificence of the Ta- 
bernacle and Temple , had they been owing to 
1mpious and unlawful Arts or Trades, as they 
 muſkhave been, had all been ſuch; beſides thoſe 
onlyWhat miniſtred to the Necefſaries of Life. 

EQ ot this again deſtroy the neceflary Di- 
Fj pf Perſons and States; which the Pro- 
WF God has Eſtabliſhed in the World ? 


to! lh vard face of things, between the Prince 


and BESS, the Noble and the Baſe, be- 
tweengSSIlſperity and Adverlity, between a Day 
of * Meurning and ” Feſtival Joy and Tri- 
umph. 


Secondly, It may be Sbjected That ſome Cal- 
lings are ſo Mean and Laborious, that they de- 
baſe and depreſs the Mind, and indiſpoſe and in- 
capacitate the* Profeſſors of them, for = thing 
handſome or excellent. 

To this I anfwer' briefly, Frſ#,That as in the Ne 
tral, ſo in the*Poſztich Body, there mult be Feet 
and Hands, as well as Eyes, and the one areas in- 


diſpenſibly and neceſſary as the other, to the wel- - 


fare of the whole, and this 1s of God's own Con- 
trivance ; theſe Men are therefore in the Station 
where God's Providence hath placed them, and 


anſwer thus far the Ends of their Creation 3 and 
&:>. B theretore 


- ® 
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therefore neither muſt they who ſtand higher 
ſlight theſe from whom they reap ſuch eminent 
Service 3 nor muſt theſe murmur againſt the Will 
of God, or deſpair of a Reward for their Tra- 
vel., For whatſoever good a man doth , the ſame 
ſhall he receive of God, whether he be bond or free, 
Epheſ. 6. 8. Secondly, The Lownels of their 
Condition frees them from many Evils, to which 
the [height of; others doth expoſe them: : They 
are not tortured by Ambition, Envy, Emulati- 
on , or. Jealouſy, they ſufter not the fears of 
Changes and; Revolutions, nor are they 
and ſolicited to Riot, Luxury and Wanto 
Men of "Wealth and Leiſure -are 3 and 
{ufficient. Compenſation of the Meanneſs: a 
riouſneſs of their, Station. Thirdly and 
thing hinders but theſe, Men may atta1 
Wiſdom. and: Virtue., they may know * 


worſhip him in Spirit and Trugh, they may be-. 
lieve in and love our Lord Jeſus, "and they may. 


PraGiſe. Faith. and 'Truth;, Juſtice and. Charity, 
Temperance., Purity and: Patience ; and- this is 
abundantly enough, for this will make. them Hap- 
pz in this, World; and Glorious in the.next. Ha- 
ving thus accounted for the. Character the:Apo- 
ſtle in my Text beſtows upon. Trades, made 
good the Reaſon. and Juſtice of. it, and ſhew'd 
how far it is to be extended, I am now to 
Conſider, 


F II. The 


the Sotiety of Goldſmiths. 


$ I. The Obligation Chriſtians lye nider 
to Apply themſelves to ſonie bontSt 
Calling. 


This is what St. Pay! in the Text plainly pre. 
ſcribes, Let ours alſo learn to maintain good 
Works ; and more fully 2 Tbefſ. 3. 10, I, 12. 
For even when we were with you , this we com- 
r1andmd you , That if any would not Work, mrei- 
ther Þould he Eat : For we hear, that there arc 


ſome $$hich walk among you diſorderly, workitg 
not all, but are buſy bodies. Now them that 


.are ſia, we command and exhort, by our Lord 


> Teſws"Chriit, that with quietneſs they work and eat 


their own Bread. And the Apoſtles were themn- 
ſelves, Examples of the Dodrine they taught 
x Cor. 4. 12. And labour, working with our own 
hands : This Precept is backd with a plain 
reaſon in my Text, That they be not unfruitful > 
This is a Form of Speech: which intimates more 
than it directly expreſſes; Two things there- 
fore it puts us in mind of, Firſt, That to follow 
no Proteſiion is Unfruittal, and that it is high- 
ly misbecoming Chriſtians to be ſo. We are 
Members one of another, and therefore are not 
Born for our ſelves only,. but for the good of. 
others : Great are the Advantages which- we 
reap from Government andq1 Society 5 and there-' 
fore 'tis but reaſon that we ſhonld in our turn* 
* Contribute ſomething to their Service, Is it-fit- 
B 2 that 


* 


—— — ET. 
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that we ſhould be fed by the Care and Indu- 


{try of others, protected by their Blood and Ha- 
zard, and ſecured by their Wiſdom and Vigilance, 
while we our {elves paſs our time in ſoftneſs , 
floath and negligence? This were to be Botches 
and Ulcers, not Members of the Community to 
which we belong. Had Chriſtianity Countenan- 
ced any thing like this, had it Proſcribed Trades 
and Profeſſions, and introduced a lazy and un- 
ative Lite, no Civilized Nation would ever 


have Received it, no wiſe Government would 


ever have tolerated it. 'Tis true, time will come, 
when we ſhall have no. Neceffaries to be provi- 
ded for, no Wants to be {upplied ; when wgſhall 
not expect (becauſe not need) from one anther 
mutual Service and Aſſiſtance, but only ſhall en- 
joy,” and delight in the Beauty and Converſation, 
the -Love and Friendſhip of Fellow Saints , 
and Fellow Angels, but mean while we muſt 
{ubmit to the Detects and Frailties of this cor- 
ruptible Nature, and comply with the Neceffi- 
ties of a mortal and indigent State. Secordly, 
This Phraſe, That they be not unfruitful, intimates, 
That we muſt betake our ſelves to ſome ho- 
neſt Calling, leſt we be not'only uſeleſs and 
unſerviceable., but pernicious and diſhonoura- 
ble to the Society we are of. This is a ve- 
ry great Good, it: we:reap.no other from an Em- 
ployment, that . it keeps us out of the way of 
Evil. When we refle& on the Corruption of 
Humane Nature, we ſhall ſoon ſee how necel- 
ſary 'tis, that the Mind of Man ſhould be Bu- 
fied and Employed, and that our time ſhould 

nof. 
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Dot lye idle on our Hands. Tdlenets is the Mo- 
ther of Intemperance and Luſt, and theſe are 
expenlive Vices, and will not fail to engage Man 
in any Wickedneſs, for the Support of them. 
When we are not taken up with ſomething that 
15 good, - we (hall naturally fall into ſomething 
that 1s Evil-z and Temptations 1it they find us 
at Leiſure, will ever find us ready and diſpoſed 
to Sin. + A Paradiliacal State: is fit only (if T 
may. ſo expreſs my ſelf) for a ParadiftacaÞ Na 
ture, a State wherein Wealth and Beauty, Aft- 
tivence and Security, owe nothing to Art or In- 
duſtry : Such a State as this, I fay, 1s fit on- 
ly for pure and perte&t Nature ;- when the- Un- 
derſtanding ſhall enjoy a more enlarged- -and 
brighter View of Celeſtial things; when the 
AﬀeCtions ſhall be moved by a more vigorous. 
Love of Truth-and Goodneſs, and attracted by 
a more powerful Influence of Sovereign Beauty, . 
then 'twill be fit that we have nothing todo, 
but Admire, Contemplate, and Love, and Praiſe, 
and Rejoice, and Triumph ! But alas, this day 
will not come till the Bleſſed Jeſus return» a- 
gain, and the time for the Reſtitution of all 
things do Commence. In the mean while let us. 
be contented to Drudge on, and do our Duty 
12 our Callings, with Faith and Patience 5 but 
let us too, as far as we can, blunt the edge of 
that Sentence, Iz the ſweat of thy face ſhalt thou 
cat Bread, Gen. 3. 19. and by propoſing to our 
ſelves, wiſe and good Ends of our Labour, Con- 
verta Puniſhment into a Bleſſing. This minds me, 


& 111. Of 


G 
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1. F 111. Of the Fruit we may promiſe our 


ſelves to reap from boneft Trades. 


I cannot deny, but that this Exprefiion, Ne- 
cefſary Uſes , may have refpett to thoſe Works 
or Effects of. Arts or Trades, which are imme- 
diately -produced: by them : But neither can it 


be denied, but that it may alſo refer to the Be- 


nefits and Advantages which we reap from them. 
Now a wiſe and good Man may propoſe to 


himſelf theſe Three ſeveral Ends of his Labour 


under the Sun. 


I. The - providing the Neceſſaries and Comforts of 
Life for Himſelf and Family. 


2. The Obtaining and Cheriſhine Virtuous Friend- 
ſhips. | 


3- The being in a better Capacity. to do good, ard | 


Dewote himſelf mare entirely to Religion. 


I. To Provide; &c. the Neceſſaries of Life, 
are thoſe things., without which Life is a Bur- 
den, not: a Bleſſing, to depend on the good 
Will or Humours of others: for Bread: and Rai- 
ment. ;- to. Live-on. the Favour 'of Vitious, Un- 
reaſonable, Mutable, and: Fickle Men , is a thing 
which he who - thinks: at: all, can- never: think 
on without Trouble and Uneaſineſs. On — 

ther 
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the Secretyofi" Goldſmiths tft 
ther (ide, 'tis a-great pleaſure, to have the Neceſ- TY 
ſaries of Life within our. own reach, and to de- 


To. be in this: Condition our. ſel ves:,, and: to' 
lay ſuch a-Foundatien, as may: give' us a-fhir req 
ſon to: hope that our Children will be init after 
us,. is:2 great-Happineſs, and one very-good-Fruit' 
of an honeſt Calling. ys 

But . God: does not confine: our Deſires: or: De- 
" ſigns. within theſe narrow Bounds ; we may-mnoF 
only: prepgoſe- to.our ſelves; (as [the Fruit of! our: 
Trave}) the Neceſſaries of: Life, but alſo:the Com-/ 
forts and. Conveniencies 3 the: Fafe, . the Solace; 
the Ornaments,. and the Virtuous and.'Innocent' | 
Pleaſures and Enjoyments - of: it : . Thus'Solomor; /} 
Ecclel. 2, 24. : There: is nothing | better for a+ Man; : | 
than that he ſhould eat and drink, and that he ſhoald- | 
rake his ſoul enjoy good 'in his Labour. Nor: let: 
us. think; that Solomon {poke this under another: 
Perſon:, or- that.it was not 'his own ſenſe, bur: 
that . of. ſuch Men which had. —__— ſuch. 

| enets, 
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Tenets as the Sadducees and Epicureans did after- 


wards z for he plainly tells us, that the Wiſdom 
and Diſcretion to 'do this was from God. This 
alſo I ſaw that it was from the Hand of God. $0 
Eecleſ. 5. 19. Every Man alſo to whom God 
hath given: Rithes and Wealth, 'and hath given hins 
Power to eat thereof, and to' take his Portion, and 
to rejoice in his Labour , this is the Gift of God. 
And on the contrary, for-a Man not to Enjo 

what he Pofſefſes, but to-live ſowerly and: ſe- 
verely , ſordidly and covetouſly, in the midſt of 
Plenty and AfﬀMluence, he attributes to a want of 


God's Grace, 'or to his Diſpleaſure and: Judgment 
upon him ; Eeccleſ..6. 1,2. There #s an Evil which 


Tc,have ſeen under the Sun, and it is common a- 


mong Men, a: Man to whom God hath given Riches, 
IV-ealth and Honour, ſo that he wanteth nothing: for 


his Soul. of all that” he defrreth, yet God giveth him 


not Power to eat thereof, but a ſtranger -eateth it - 
1his'is/anity, and it is an evil Diſeaſe; Again, 
Solomon .exhorts us i. the- day of proſperity Rejoyce, 


Eccleſ. 7.::4: | And St. Part teaches us, ' That: this 
1s- conſonant enough to the”end: of - God in' be- 


ſowing Wealth, 1 Tim. 6. 17, He giveth all 


things richly-to. enjoy. There: is then little doubt - 


to-be:made., but that he whom God has proſpe- 
red with Succeſs, . may be the more. commodiou(- 
ly Lodg'd, the better Served, and that his Ta- 
ble may be - the. better 'fitted for 'the. Reception 
of his Friends and: Relations. -*T1smot the Coxze- 
lineſs and Elegance ,, but the Pride and Oftenta- 
tio, of Life. *'Tis. nor Plenty but Luxury; tis 

| not 
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not a wile Uſe and thankful Enjoyment, but the 
Abuſe of the World, which the Scripture Pro- 
hibits and Condemns. Were it not thus, we 
ſhould never have heard of- our Lo-d's being 
preſent at. Marriages and Entertainments 5 nor 
ſhould we in the Charafter of Solomon's excel- 
lent Woman , have read of Tapeſtry, and Scar- 
let, and Silk, and Pxrple, for the Furniture of 
her Houle, and the Cloathing of her Houſhold, 
Proverbs 31. 21, 22. This is a Dodtrine which 
Corrupt Nature is ſo prone to pervert, that I 


_ think it neceſiary to guard it with the utmoſt Pre- 


caution, and theretore, 


x.-In your Proſferity, you muſt ever take a 
care to practice thoſe Virtues which belong to , 
and adorn that State : - Such are Gratitude to- 
wards God, Generoſity and Charity towards Men, 
Moderation in your Deſires and Deſigns, Tem- 
perance in your Enjoyments , and Chriſtian 
Modeſty in the Part and Appearance | of 
Lite. | | 
Secondly, We muſt not ſuffer our Hearts to be 
ſet on the good things we enjoy, but we muſt 
rejoyce as tho we rejoyced not, 1 Cor. 3. 10. In 
the midſt of Afﬀuence and Reputation, we. 2ſt 
ſtill live by Faith and not by Sight ;, the .reaſon 
is plain, becauſe the Faſhion of this World paſ- 
ſeth away, - and the things of it, whether conſi- 
dered in themſelvgs, or in compariſon with the 
things above, are unworthy of our Fondneſs 
and . Dotage 3 and if any m- love the World 
| -_ to 
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to this degree, the love of the Father cannot be 
7: him - Thus much of that end of our Labour, 
which is indeed the firſt in order, bnt the low- 
eſt and meaneſt in worth, as terminating in our 
ſelves, and in Temporal Proviſtons and Enjoy- 
ments. [I paſs on | 


2. Toa Nobler Fruit of onr Labour, the pro- 
curing and maintaining Vertuons Friendſhips. 
Great is the Uſe, and: great is the Pleaſure of 
Friendſhip ; Life is in it felf a dull and empty 


thing, deſtitute and barren of true Corforts, . 


but every where over-run and over-grown with 
Evils 3 on both which Accounts true Friendſhip 
is extreniely defirable ; this adorns and ſets off 
Proſperity, and ſweetens and alleviates Adverſt- 
ty; it hath a happy influence, not only '6Nn 
our Temporal, but alſo on our Spiritual Inte- 
reſt. A wile and faithful Friend, anſwers all 
the Ends, and Performs, all the good Offi- 
ces of a'Spiritual Guide, Inftracts and Directs, 


Reproves and Reſtrains, Exhorts and Quickens, 


Supports, Comforts, and Confirms us, accommo- 
dating himſelf with Prudence and Tendernefs 


to our different Occaſions, and our different Di-, 
fpoſitions. Wealth 'therefore can never be ber- 


ter laid out, than on the Phrchaſe and Itnprove- 


ment 'of Tfoch Friendſhips 'as theſe. Next to 
Acts of Pzety and Charity, we are to eſteem thoſe 


of Generofity 'and Bounty ; by the one (with Re- 
verence be it ſaid ) we make God our Debtor-, 
Proverbs 19. T7, by the other, wiſe and good 

| | Men 
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and Chance. Twas on theſe Grounds the Phi- 
loſophers had their Szmpopa, Banquets of Philo- 
ſophy and Friendſhip 5 that which God himſelf 
aimedat, in the Inſtitution of Sacrifigal Feaſts by 
Moſes, was the Uniting the Children of Ire 
more cloſely to himſelf and one another : And 
this was the great Reaſon of the Chriſtian Agape, 
or Feaſts of Charity 3 namely, the encreaſe and 
confirmation of Faith and Love tu our Lord , 
and Brotherly Aﬀection towards one anather. 
And this is one good Deſign of yaur Feaſt this 
Day : And certainly, if this your Meeting have 
this Effect, That it make you Know and ;Love 
one another better ; if it beget ar nouriſh in you 
a good Underſtanding ; if it refreſh, renew, 
and perpetuate that Friendſhip, which would 9- 


therwiſe decay 3 and if this Friendſhip expreſs . 


it ſelf not only in obliging Wards and Red 
procal Civilities z but as often as gccaſion of- 
fers it ſelf in reat Deeds and ſubſtantial Services, 
this then is indeed a Laudahble Practice, and well 
becoming your Chriſtianity : For T do not know 
any thing which the Gofpel incylcates more: fses 
quently , 9r more -earneftly than Brotherly \Aﬀes 
ion.z Be kindly affettioned one towards anather , 
with brotherly. Love, in honour, preferring one ano- 
ther, Rom. 12. 10. Let brotherly Lowe continue. 
Heb. 13. 1. and innumerable other places there 
are to the ſame purpoſe. | / 
C 2 23 a" 
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But here T muſt earneſtly exhort and beſeech 
you, That you do not under a ſpecious Pre- 
tence of carrying on one of the nobleſt De- 
figns of Life, (that is Friendſhip) think your 
ſelves at Liberty to Gratify mean and inordi- 
nate Appetites. - Excefſes and Irregularities do 
not, at leaſt in the Judgment -of wiſe and good 
Men, render us more worthy of Eſteem and 
Aﬀection, but of Contempt ; Friendſhip when it 
begins in Sin, (if at leaſt true Friendſhip can do 
ſo) will end in Sorrow : Let there be nothing 
therefore heard or ſeen among(t you this day dit- 
honourable to Chriſtianity, or inconſiſtent with 
thoſe Ends you pretend to, Religion, Friendſhip, 
atld-'Charity * Let there be nothing among: you 
this day Looſe or Diſorderly, Tumultuous, Pro- 
fane, Scurrilous, -Contentious, or Unclean ; Let 
no Exceſs, no Intemperance ſtay in your Mirth ; 
nor let that day which begins with Prayer and 
Hearing the Word , end in Sottiſhneſs and Sin. 
For, (im a word) whenever -\uch Meetings as 
theſe are not contained within Chriſtian Bounds, 
they are a Diſhonour and Obſtacle to Religion ; 
and whoever Tranſgreſles in this kind , - are (to 
uſe! the words- of St:\Fnde)- Spots in your Feaſts 
of Charity,” Jude'-12:/* No pretenice "of - Charity 
can make'a Compenſation for the. Scandal Religi- 
on in. this Caſe Suffers, nor 'can Friendſhip 
make . an Atonement for the Sin that ſements 
tt. . 


3. The 
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.3- The laſt and Nobleſt End we can propoſe 
to ourdelves from Trade, is to be enabled by it 
to do good, and devote our ſelves more entire- 
ly to Religion. This is what St. Paul ſets be- 
fore Chriſtians, Epheſians 4. 28. bet them Labour, 
working with their own hands the thing that is good, 
That they may have to give to him that needeth. 
And this I underſtand has ever been one deſign 
of this days Meeting, you are wont it ſeems 
Yearly to place out ſome one to an honeft Trade ; 
this is one of the beſt ſorts of Charity 3 'tis an 
Honour to Relig.on, a Service to the Communi- 
ty you areof ; and as to the Perſon you thus pro- 
vide for, the moſt Chriſtian Office imaginable 3 
you not only reſcue him from the Wants and 
Miſeries of Life, but from thoſe Vices alſo -in- 
to which theſe do too often plunge unfortunate 
Men : you bleſs him with the Conveniencies of 
Life, and means of Virtue ; : you enable him. (it 
may be) to be a Support afterwards to, a diſtre(- 
ſed Family; you occaſion manifold Thanks. to 
be offered up to God, and your Example may 
provoke others to imitate, or (it may be) -out-do 

ou. 

p But after I have ſaid this, you mult pardon me 
if I put you. in mind of two things, T would 
' have you conſider, whether your Charity bare 
any proportion to the Wealth and Splendour of 
this Aſſembly 5 if it do, this RefleMion would 
-be a Comfort to you, and an Honour too ;. if 
it do not, it is but fit that you ſhould be put 

: | r= 
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in mind to enlarge it: For without this you 
fall fhort in the moſt material point. The plea- 
ſure of the moſt Lufcious Meal, is a very mean 
and inſignificant thing, but that of Charity a ve- 
ry great one ; the Satisfaction of the one is ve- 
ry ſhort, but that of the other Perpetual : The 
procuring a meer ſecular Friendſhip is an inconſi- 
derable good ; but by your Alms you lay up 


In ſtore for your ſelves a good Foundation a- 


oainſt the time to come, and lay hold upon Eter- 
nal Life. In a word, (if I may be allowed to 
jadge) you will find the Intereſt and Honour 
of this day much better ſerved by the Bounty 
and Liberality of your Alms, than the Variety 
and Afluence of your Entertainment. Here 1 
cannot but eſpecially Addreſs my ſelf to thoſe 
if there be any ſuch here) who have, by the Aſ- 
iſtance of this Day , been advanced out of 
Streights and Difficulties to a plentiful Fortune ; 
'tis no Diſparagement to riſe from ſuch a. Begin- 
ning to a conſiderable height ; 'tis an Argument 
of their own Induſtry and Wiſdom, and of 
GOD's Favour : but 'tis a high Diſparagement 


to ſuch, if they be not extraordinarily Bounti- 


ful on this occaſion, they lye under a peculiar 
Obligation to Gratitude towards GOD, and Cha- 
rity towards Man: If they want a ſenſe of (or 
compaſſion for) the Streights and Miſeries of 


Mankind, their Guilt is: intolerable tn the ſight 


both of GOD and Man. The next thing I 
would .put you in mind of, is, That in placing 
out a young Perſon, you would have Regard 
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to his SOUL as well as Body, to his Morals 
as well as Intereſt ; That you would ſee firſt 
that he be well inſtructed and informed of his 
Duty, and have a juſt ſenſe of his Obligation 
to it : Next, That you would 'confider the Ver- 
tue (as well as Skill and Profeſſion ) of his Ma- 
fter, 'and take care that he be planted in a re- 
gular and religious Family , that he be not Se- 
duced and Betray'd into Sin and Death, while 
he is Learning to get a Subſiſtence for a Short and 


Contemptible Lite. This calls to my mind the 


ſecond Branch of this Head. 


I am therefore to Exhort you, That while you 
do good for others, you would not forget your 
ſelves : My meaning is, That ſuch of you as 
have attained to Wealth and Plenty by your 
Profeſſions, ſhould look upon this as one Happy 


Fruit of it, that you are more at Liberty for Re-: 


ligion 3 not that I would have you clearly break 
off your Callings, but only intermit ſometimes, 
or abate ſomewhat of the Eagerneſs of your Ap- 
lication 3 For tho' the Duties of your Trades be 
good Works, and eſpecially when the Care of your 
Family demands them ; yet when Provifion is 
"made for this, thoſe Duties which are more im- 
mediately AQs of Religion, are to be account- 
ed better 3 you are therefore to look upon it 
as a great Bleſſing, That you have now more 
time than yon had, to prepare your 'Souls for 
another World , before you go out of this: 
That your Minds 'may now , 'if you yg , - 
reed. 
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freed from all Cares, but what concern Eter- 
nity, and your Bodies diſcharged from all Toll 
and Travel , ſo that you may with the more 
Comfort and Vigour attend «to Devotion , Me- 
ditation, Sacraments and {uch like : And certain- 
ly they are far from that Wiſdom they ſhould 
have, who when God has ſet them free, are 
ſtill fond of Care and Labour, and even in 
their Declining and Dying Years, do ſtill urge 
and preſs on a tired Spirit, and a worn out Bo- 
dy, and are no leſs harraſſed and entangled in 
the Cares and Toils of Life , - than thoſe who are 
ſpurred on by a Vigorous Age, and the hopes - 
of eſtabliſhing their Fortunes : Thele are they 
whom Solomon deſcribes, Eccleſ. 5. 17. All their 
days alſo they eat in darkneſs, and they have much 
ſorrow and wrath with their ſickneſs : This minds 
me of the laſt thing. 


F IV. The Advice I am to-give you for 
the Attainments of theſe Ends. 


Firs, Do not ſuffer your ſelves to be drawn 
off from the purſuit of them, by falſe and 
fooliſh ones, 'Two Things are generally the Glo- 
rious Ends which miſerable and enfatuated Men 
propoſe to themſelves : Fir, To heap up Ri- 
'ches, and leave behind them a great Eſtate ; 
Next to make ſuch a Show and ' Figure in the 
World as may be able to command Regard and 
| Reſpect, 
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Reſpect, for rheie they Plod and Toit; I wiſh 
F conld fay no more , alas, too often, for theſe 
they Cheat and Supplant one another ; to theſe 
they Sacrifice their Parts, - their Time, their 
Strength, Publick Good, Friendſhip , Religi- 
on, and their Souls themſelves : And yet what 
iS it after all, I will not ſay, that a Renewed 
and Enlightned Mind , but a Man of common 
Senſe and Thought can diſcern or fee in theſe. 
The Happineſs of Man does not conliſt in the 
Opinion of the World , butin the Conſcience of 
his own Integrity. *Tis Wiſdom and Vertue, 
not Wealth and Shew that makes the Mind' tru- 
ly Great, truly Free, truly Eaſy; Reflection 
on good Works, breed true Pleaſure even in Dan- 
ger, Adverlity, and Death it ſelf : But a great 

Eſtate unleſs { well got and ) well —_— 
renders Danger and Adverſity - more dreadful 
and inſupportable ; and makes us: meet Death, 
and part with the World ,, only with more 
Guilt and more ReluQancy. Wretched Stupidi- 
ty{ Is this that for which Men of Senſe and 
Experience are content, in Defiance of the Light 
and Obligations of the Goſpel, to quit ſo ma- 
ny ſolid Advantages in preſent, and a Heaven 

in Reverſion. | : 
2. Live and Act in a continual Dependance 
upon God : Dedicate and Devote your ſelves 
without any reſerve to him; and put your 
ſelves, and all you have, under his Protecti- 
D ons; 
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on ; begin all your Works with Prayer, conti- 
nue and carry them on in Faith and Reliance, 
and ever end them with Thanks and Praiſe, or 
at leaſt -with Submiſſion and Reſignation. To 
this End form to your ſelves the moſt Auguſt 
and Liyely Notions you 'can of God ; think 
often on his Power and: Preſence, on his Wiſ- 
dom. and Gaoodnels 3 retiet often on that De- 
{(cripgion David bas teft us of the Sovereignty 
and All-ſufliciency of God, 1 Chroz. 29. 10, 
IT, 43.. Bleſſed be, thou Lord God of Iſrael, 
our. Father, fer-duer. /and ever. thine, O Lord, 
is the Greatueſs, 'and the Power, and the Glo- 
3. 44d the Victory, and the Majeſty; for all that 
is. is the Heaven and the Earth is thine : Thine 
3s. the Kingdom, O Lord, . and. thow avt exalted. 
45i head. above all. Both Riches and Honour come 
of thes ,, a4; thou Reignes duer at; and in think 
Hqnd. is : Pomer- and, Moght 3 and in thine hand-it 
36 to; make Greats”: and to give Strength unto all. 
Ah! Had: we:bnethis. Notion of God thorough- 
ly, fixed; in us,,; How reaſonable and how ne- 
ceflary thovhd we judge it, to look np: con- 
tizzgnlky 4: þigy and. wait upon bam ?- What a: 
Prividedee fhenld we: account-it , te.lay our De- 
ſires before him, and repoſe all our Cares up- 
on him 2 For what ſhould we traſt in, but 
is :b.,. 10) hm: akne; on: whom: onr Lives 
agg | Fortunes: de:(depend 2 To. whom fhould' 
we: make: ons: Addrefilds > to whom © ſhould: we” 
Devate gun: Service: and: Attendance, but to. him, 


who. 
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who alone is able to give Wealth, and Wiſ- > 
doin touſe it ? Settle then well in your Hearts 
the Doftrine of Providence ; and often pon- 
der and volve in your Thoughts ſuch Texts as 
theſe: GOD giveth Man Power to get Wealth. 
Deuter. 8. 18. The Blejſang of the Lord it ma- 
keth Rich , and addeth no ſorrow therewith , Pro- 
verbs 10. 22, For GOD giveth to a Man that 
3s good in his fight, Wiſdom, and Knowledge, and 
Foy 3 but to the ſinner he giveth Travel, Eccleſ, 
2.. 26. The Natural Conſequence of this Second 
Rule, is, 


Thirdly, That you Govern your ſelves, in 
the whole Condud of your Trades, by the great 
Rules of the Goſpel. Methinks I ſhould eaſi- 
ly obtain of you to believe that GOD is Wi- 
ſer than Man, that he knows better what. is 
fit for us than we our ſelves; that his Laws, 
as they are Rules of immutable and eternal 
Righteouſneſs, fo are they too of immntable 
and eternal Wiſdom : And there needs no more 
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be Free and Generous to your Friends, Compal\- 
fionate and Charitable to the needy and afflict- 
ed. Utſe thoſe that are Under you, or Depend 
npon you, with that Goodneſs,Gentlenels, and Ten- 
derneſs,that they may [.ove you as well as Fear you 5 
inſtruct them carefully,and allow them time to Serve 
God: as well as to Serve you, for this will Re- 
dound to your Advantage as well as theirs. 


Laſtly, It Donbts or Diſpute ariſes at any 
time, concerning Matters of Right, Gain, or 
Loſs, and they are about to be Reſolved by 
you in favour of your ſelves, do not in ſuch 
Caſes weigh things too Nicely by Grains and 
Scruples, but make good Allowance, and caft 
in Weight, that Juſtice may rather ſwell and en- 


large it felf into Righteouſneſs and. Generoſi- 


ty, then ſhrink and contract it ſelf into hard- 
neſs, rigor, and ſeverity. If you will careful- 
ly follow this advice, I dare promiſe you , 
that you will Live in Reputation, and Dye in 
Peace ; and your good Works will follow you 
into another World : And if here you leave 
no Eſtates behind yon . you will yet leave 
what is better, a good Name, and God's Bleſ- 
ſing Entail'd upon your Poſterity 3. or if you 
do, your Heirs will not need , either to bluſh 
to own them, or to be afraid to enjoy them. In 
a word, if you Ad and Live thus, your La- 
bours . will be Sncceſsful, your Enjoyments wilt 
be Santified, your: Children will be Blefſed, you. 

. : will 
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will finiſh your Courſe with Joy, and your Hap- 
pineſs in this Life will be but ne Earneſt of a 
Greater in another, __- 


To which God of bis Fe Mercy 


bring 1 as all ! 
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